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technologies. These will ultimately 
ease our dependence on foreign oil and 
gas. But we need relief now and Amer-
ican oil is necessary and available. 

For the foreseeable future, our econ-
omy will rely heavily on fossil fuels. 
While we certainly need to encourage 
the market for alternative energy 
sources, it has yet to be fully devel-
oped. But there is no denying that by 
stalling domestic production, we create 
an unnecessary burden on an already 
weak economy and are hurting our ef-
forts to meet our energy needs. We 
need to lift the moratorium on offshore 
oil development, open ANWR for explo-
ration and move the Keystone Pipeline 
forward instead of further postponing 
the decision. 

As I mentioned earlier, the people of 
Arkansas are demanding action from 
Washington. They are frustrated by the 
higher totals that appear on the re-
ceipts every time they go to fill up 
their gas tank. They are tired of seeing 
more and more of their disposable in-
come being eaten up at the pump. Let’s 
start providing them relief by increas-
ing production here at home. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from California. 
Mrs. BOXER. What is the order at 

this time? 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

MOVING AHEAD FOR PROGRESS IN 
THE 21ST CENTURY ACT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 1813, which 
the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 1813) to reauthorize Federal-aid 
highway and highway safety construction 
programs, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Reid amendment No. 1761, of a perfecting 

nature. 
Reid amendment No. 1762 (to amendment 

No. 1761), to change the enactment date. 
Reid motion to recommit the bill to the 

Committee on Environment and Public 
Works, with instructions, Reid amendment 
No. 1763, to change the enactment date. 

Reid amendment No. 1764 (to (the instruc-
tions) amendment No. 1763), of a perfecting 
nature. 

Reid amendment No. 1765 (to amendment 
No. 1764), of a perfecting nature. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 12 
noon will be equally divided and con-
trolled between the two sides, with the 
final 10 minutes equally divided and 
controlled by the two leaders or their 
designees, with the majority leader 
controlling the final 5 minutes. 

The Senator from California. 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, we are 

back in our fourth week trying to get a 

transportation bill through this body. 
To me, it is a very sad statement about 
the dysfunction of this body that we 
spent approximately 3 weeks dithering 
over a contraception amendment that 
has nothing to do with the highway bill 
and other threats to offer foreign pol-
icy amendments, and so on. 

We have a chance today to vote to 
end this dithering, and the Chamber of 
Commerce is asking us to do that. The 
AFL–CIO is asking us to do that. One 
thousand organizations are asking us 
to do that because they know thou-
sands of businesses and well over 1 mil-
lion jobs are at stake. 

I wish to say I heard the tail end of 
Senator BOOZMAN’s talk about the Key-
stone Pipeline. I wanted to make sure 
it was on the record—this is from a 
conversation I had with Senator DUR-
BIN—that under this President we are 
drilling now more than we have ever 
drilled. Anyone who says ‘‘drill, baby, 
drill’’ doesn’t understand that the 
number of rigs that are now moving 
are four times as many as in 2008. They 
don’t understand we are now exporting 
oil. They don’t understand the fact 
that we are importing less. Does that 
mean we are done? No. The oil compa-
nies have more than 50 million acres of 
approved leases. They ought to drill 
there and hands off my coast because 
my coast is an economic gold mine the 
way it is because we have tourism and 
recreation and fishing. Those jobs far 
outweigh any jobs that would come 
from oil drilling, which would tend to 
undermine the very economy of my 
great State. If we have to vote on Key-
stone, we will. If we have to vote on 
offshore drilling, we will. But I will be 
here to point out that if we care about 
jobs and about making sure the price of 
gasoline goes down, when we have Key-
stone, let’s make sure the oil stays 
here, that oil is made in America and 
stays in America. These issues are not 
one-dimensional; they are many sided, 
as my friend knows. He and I have 
agreed on much and we have disagreed 
on some. 

What we need is the kind of balance 
President Obama brings to the table 
when it comes to energy. He says we 
will do ‘‘all of the above,’’ but we will 
do it wisely. Interestingly, on the Key-
stone Pipeline—we now have the tea 
party talking about property rights 
and the fact that they have to be re-
spected as well when we build a new 
pipeline such as this. So we will have 
votes. 

May I make a plea to my colleagues. 
At noon, just about 50 minutes from 
now, we can have a clean vote; 60 of us 
can vote to move to this Transpor-
tation bill, to get rid of, as my friend 
OLYMPIA SNOWE has said, polarizing 
amendments. Why not move to some-
thing that was voted unanimously out 
of our committee, 18 to zero—Repub-
licans and Democrats, all together; 
Senator INHOFE and myself, together; 
Senator SHELBY and Senator JOHNSON, 
together on the bill; Senator BAUCUS, 
working in a bipartisan way with his 

committee; and Senator ROCKEFELLER, 
once they got rid of some bumps, work-
ing with Senator HUTCHISON. We now 
have pending an agreed-upon bill, plus 
we have added to the package 37 bipar-
tisan amendments. 

What more do my friends want? We 
have a bipartisan bill. We have added 
more bipartisan amendments to it. All 
these jobs are at stake, and today we 
can end all this dithering and wasting 
time. The people of America look at us 
and wonder what we are about. Vote 
yes for cloture. 

I wish to talk about what is at stake 
if we don’t invoke cloture and don’t 
wind up with a bill. That is not just hy-
perbole; these are facts. All our trans-
portation programs expire on March 31. 

My friend in the chair served as a 
great Governor of his State of West 
Virginia. He knows how important the 
highway bill is. We work together with 
the States and with the planning orga-
nizations, and we get those funds out 
there. On March 31, we are done. This 
bill reauthorizes that program, and 1.8 
million jobs are at stake. As soon as we 
fail, there is no more program. There is 
no more authority to collect the Fed-
eral gas tax that supports the highway 
program. There is no more authority to 
spend any money on transportation. 

Again, 1.8 million jobs are at stake. 
Let’s go to the next chart. I did a 
breakdown of the various States. In 
this time, I am going to highlight a few 
of the States. These charts will be 
available for everybody. 

In Alabama, we are talking about 
only 27,000 jobs; in Alaska, 18,000 jobs— 
I am skipping; in California, 164,000 
jobs; in Florida, 76,000 jobs; right here 
in DC, 18,000 jobs; in Georgia, almost 
50,000 jobs; in Illinois, 65,000; in Indi-
ana, 34,000; in Iowa, 17,000; in Lou-
isiana, 25,000; in Maine, almost 7,000. 

We will go on and give the rest of the 
States to give a sense of how many jobs 
will be lost if we do not act to reau-
thorize this bill. 

In Maryland, 26,000 jobs; in Massa-
chusetts, 31,000; in Michigan, 39,000; in 
Montana, almost 14,000; in Nebraska, 
10,000; in Nevada, almost 14,000 jobs; in 
New Jersey, 50,000; in New York, 
118,000; in North Dakota, 8,000; in Ohio, 
50,000; in Oklahoma, 22,000; in Pennsyl-
vania, 68,000; in Rhode Island, 8,000. 

I will continue with another chart to 
show other examples. I will be sure to 
say what West Virginia is when I get to 
the Ws. In South Carolina, 22,000; in 
South Dakota, 9,000; in Tennessee, 
30,000; in Texas, 128,000 jobs. 

I call on Senators to vote yes to stop 
debate and get to the bill. 

In Vermont, almost 7,000; in Virginia, 
41,000; in Washington State, 34,000; in 
West Virginia, 15,133 jobs; in Wisconsin, 
27,000; in Wyoming, 8,400 jobs. 

When we talk about this as a jobs 
bill, this isn’t some exercise in our ver-
biage; this is a fact of life. These jobs 
add up to 1.8 million. In our bipartisan 
bill, we have increased a particular 
program—this is a reform bill, and we 
have taken 90 programs down to 30. It 
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